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Child-resistant lighters

 Hamburg

Exception - Luxury lighters

Expensive lighters do not present great 
risk, as children do not usually have 
access to them.

Therefore, luxury lighters are not 
required to have a child-resistant safety 
mechanism.

Luxury lighters
•  are manufactured to last a long time 

(at least 5 years)
•  are guaranteed for at least 2 years
•  can be repaired and safely refi lled 
 over their entire lifetime
•  after the guarantee has expired, parts 

that are not consumable but are likely to 
wear out or fail are accessible for repair 
or replacement by a specialised after-
sales service centre based in the EU.



Lighters are dangerous!

Every year, numerous fatalities, burns 
and injuries occur in the European Union 
because children under fi ve play with 
lighters. Almost all these cases involve 
disposable lighters.
In the USA, Canada, Australia and New 
Zealand, the number of incidents decre-
ased by around 60% after child-resistant 
safety catches on lighters were made com-
pulsory in 1994.

All lighters must be child-resistant!

Due to experience mentioned above, 
lighters in the EU will be required to be 
fi tted with mechanisms that make them 
resistant to successful operation by 
children under fi ve. This childproofi ng 
must meet the testing requirements of 
EN 13869:2002 or corresponding speci-
fi cations. In concrete terms, this means 
that from 17.04.2007, lighters that are not 
child-resistant may not be produced for the 
European market or imported into the EU.
Since 30.07.2008 it is not allowed to sell 
lighters which are not child-resistant to 
consumers.*

* European Commission Decision No 2006/502/EG and 
2007/231/EG on the placing on the market of lighters which 
are child-resistant and to prohibit the placing on the 
market of novelty lighters (Offi cal Journal oft the EU No. 
L198/41 and L 99 page 16). This decisions are implemented in 
Germany by the Lighters Ordinance (BGBL. 1, 2007, S. 486) 
and the fi rst regulation for changing the Lighters Ordinance 
(BGBL. 1, 2008, No. 31).

Lighters are hand-operated devices fi lled with 
gaseous or liquid fuel designed to ignite a fl ame.

They are usually used to light cigarettes, 
cigars and pipes, but can also be used to ignite 

other materials. 

What happens now?

Producers and importers must submit the test 
reports and technical documentation to the 
supervisory authority. Series products must 
conform to the model tested.
Distributors must be able to provide the 
supervisory authority with all the production 
records needed to trace the origin of the 
lighters (including names and addresses).

No transitional trading regulations

Since 30.07.2008 producers, importers and 
traders are not allowed to sell lighters 
without child-resistant fi ttings (exept luxury 
lighters) and novelty lighters. Selling (and 
the giveaway as well) to middleman or 
consumers is prohibited.

Novelty lighters are prohibited!

This includes, for example, lighters which 
•  resemble cartoon characters, toys, guns, 

clocks, telephones, musical instruments, 
vehicles, the human body or body parts, 
animals, food or beverages

•  play musical notes
•  have fl ashing lights, moving objects or 

other entertaining features.
This also applies to lighter holders of a 
similar design. These lighters are commonly 
recognised as being particularly appealing 
to children under fi ve and childproofi ng 
under EN 13869:2002 would therefore not 
provide suffi cient protection. Novelty 
lighters can not be produced for the 
European market or imported onto the 
European market after 17.04.2008 and since 
30.07.2008 they are not allowed to be sold 
to consumers any longer.*


