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Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis 

Weiss, Michael J.; Scrivener, Susan; Slaughter, Austin; Cohen, Benjamin (2021): 

An On-Ramp to Student Success. A Randomized Controlled Trial 

Evaluation of a Developmental Education Reform at the City University 

of New York. 

In: Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis 43 (4), S. 555–586. DOI: 10.3102/01623737211008901. 

Abstract: 

Most community college students are referred to developmental education courses to build basic skills. These 

students often struggle in these courses and college more broadly. CUNY Start is a prematriculation program for 

students assessed as having significant remedial needs. CUNY Start students delay matriculation for one semes-

ter and receive time-intensive instruction in math, reading, and writing with a prescribed pedagogy delivered by 

trained teachers. The program aims to help students complete remediation and prepare for college-level courses. 

This article describes the results of an experiment at four community colleges (n ~ 3,800). We estimate that over 

3 years, including one semester that students spent in the program and two-and-a-half years after the program 

was complete, CUNY Start substantially increased college readiness, slightly increased credit accumulation, and 

modestly increased graduation rates (by increasing participation in CUNY’s highly effective Accelerated Study in 

Associate Programs [ASAP]). 

Schlagwörter: 

community colleges; educational reform; experimental design; postsecondary education; Program Evaluation 

 

Liu, Jing; Cohen, Julie (2021): 

Measuring Teaching Practices at Scale. A Novel Application of Text-as-

Data Methods. 

In: Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis 43 (4), S. 587–614. DOI: 10.3102/01623737211009267. 

Abstract: 

Valid and reliable measurements of teaching quality facilitate school-level decision-making and policies pertaining 

to teachers. Using nearly 1,000 word-to-word transcriptions of fourth- and fifth-grade English language arts clas-

ses, we apply novel text-as-data methods to develop automated measures of teaching to complement classroom 

observations traditionally done by human raters. This approach is free of rater bias and enables the detection of 

three instructional factors that are well aligned with commonly used observation protocols: classroom manage-

ment, interactive instruction, and teacher-centered instruction. The teacher-centered instruction factor is a con-

sistent negative predictor of value-added scores, even after controlling for teachers’ average classroom observa-

tion scores. The interactive instruction factor predicts positive value-added scores. Our results suggest that the 

text-as-data approach has the potential to enhance existing classroom observation systems through collecting far 

more data on teaching with a lower cost, higher speed, and the detection of multifaceted classroom practices. 

Schlagwörter: 

classroom research; econometric analysis; educational policy; Factor Analysis; instructional practices; measure-

ments; regression analyses; teacher assessment; technology; textual analysis; validity/reliability 
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Nienhusser, H. Kenny; Connery, Chelsea (2021): 

Examining the Undocumented College Student Policy Implementation 

Environment Through a Contextual Interaction Theory Lens. 

In: Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis 43 (4), S. 615–646. DOI: 10.3102/01623737211009240. 

Abstract: 

The higher education policy implementation landscape has substantially shaped postsecondary education oppor-

tunities for undocumented youth, who are already negatively affected by discriminatory public policies, and institu-

tional agents, who are often unprepared to address their needs. Guided by Bressers’s contextual interaction the-

ory that identifies the role of contexts, actor characteristics, and social interactions among implementers in the 

policy implementation process, the researchers examined the experiences of 45 community college administra-

tors in four states to understand how these elements shaped the participants’ role as implementers of policies for 

undocumented students. Implications are significant given current social and political landscapes and challenges 

higher education institutional agents encounter in implementing policies that affect undocumented students’ edu-

cational opportunities.  

Schlagwörter: 

higher education; immigration/immigrants; in-depth interviewing; policy; qualitative research 

 

Sun, Min; Kennedy, Alec I.; Loeb, Susanna (2021): 

The Longitudinal Effects of School Improvement Grants. 

In: Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis 43 (4), S. 647–667. DOI: 10.3102/01623737211012440. 

Abstract: 

School Improvement Grants (SIGs) exemplify a capacity-building investment to spur sustainable changes in 

America’s persistently lowest-performing schools and stimulate the economy. This study examines both short- 

and longer-term effects of the first two cohorts of SIG schools from four locations across the country. Dynamic 

difference-in-differences models show that SIGs’ effects on achievement in Grades 3 to 8, as measured by state 

test scores in math and English language arts, gradually increased over the three reform years and were largely 

sustained for 3 or 4 years afterward. Evidence on high school graduation rates, though less robust, also suggests 

SIGs had positive effects. SIGs’ effects on students of color and low-socioeconomic-status students were similar 

to or significantly larger than the overall effects. 

Schlagwörter: 

accountability; econometric analysis; educational policy; educational reform; equity; policy analysis; quasi-experi-

mental analysis; school/teacher effectiveness 
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Giani, Matt S.; Martin, Allison (2021): 

Mobilizing Developmental Education. The Causal Effect of Mobile App 

Courseware on the College Outcomes of Developmental Education 

Students. 

In: Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis 43 (4), S. 668–687. DOI: 10.3102/01623737211013782. 

Abstract: 

Developmental education, in which college students deemed unprepared for college-level coursework enroll in 

non-credit-bearing courses, is widespread in American higher education. This study evaluates the effect of mobile 

app courseware on the college outcomes of developmental education students. We used a research design that 

randomly assigned course sections to receive access to the apps or not. The results show that access to the apps 

significantly improved student performance in developmental education outcomes and marginally improved me-

dium-term college persistence and performance but did not affect credential attainment in the study timeframe. 

Despite a number of barriers to implementation, the results suggest the intervention has the potential to improve 

the short-term outcomes of developmental education students in addition to being low-cost and scalable. 

Schlagwörter: 

community colleges; Evaluation; experimental research; focus group interviews; higher education; postsecondary 

education 

 

Welsh, Richard O.; Graham, Jerome (2021): 

Why the Opportunity School District Failed? An Examination of 

Coalitions and the Politics of School Improvement. 

In: Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis 43 (4), S. 688–712. DOI: 10.3102/01623737211015998. 

Abstract: 

In this study, we examine coalition building and coordination using a qualitative case study of the coalition oppos-

ing a ballot initiative to create a state-run turnaround district in Georgia. The findings highlight three important 

strategies in coalition building: (a) incorporating new actors, especially noneducation advocacy groups and 

noneducator groups in education; (b) incorporating noneducation and African American advocacy groups in the 

leadership of the coalition; and (c) identifying and coalescing around core beliefs early to unite a diverse coalition. 

Time to organize, prior relationships, and interest group autonomy were key factors in navigating tensions be-

tween coalition breadth and coalition cohesion. Salient coalition coordination strategies included the following: (a) 

“keep it local and grassroots,” and (b) diverse messaging 

Schlagwörter: 

Case studies; educational policy; educational reform; equity; in-depth interviewing; politics 
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Educational Researcher 

Makel, Matthew C.; Hodges, Jaret; Cook, Bryan G.; Plucker, Jonathan A. (2021): 

Both Questionable and Open Research Practices Are Prevalent in 

Education Research. 

In: Educational Researcher 50 (8), S. 493–504. DOI: 10.3102/0013189X211001356. 

Abstract: 

Concerns about the conduct of research are pervasive in many fields, including education. In this preregistered 

study, we replicated and extended previous studies from other fields by asking education researchers about 10 

questionable research practices and five open research practices. We asked them to estimate the prevalence of 

the practices in the field, to self-report their own use of such practices, and to estimate the appropriateness of 

these behaviors in education research. We made predictions under four umbrella categories: comparison to psy-

chology, geographic location, career stage, and quantitative orientation. Broadly, our results suggest that both 

questionable and open research practices are used by many education researchers. This baseline information will 

be useful as education researchers seek to understand existing social norms and grapple with whether and how 

to improve research practices. 

Schlagwörter: 

ethics; Globalization; Open Science; psychology; Questionable Research Practices; replication; research metho-

dology; survey research 

 

Breakstone, Joel; Smith, Mark; Wineburg, Sam; Rapaport, Amie; Carle, Jill; Garland, 

Marshall; Saavedra, Anna (2021): 

Students’ Civic Online Reasoning. A National Portrait. 

In: Educational Researcher 50 (8), S. 505–515. DOI: 10.3102/0013189X211017495. 

Abstract: 

Are today’s students able to discern quality information from sham online? In the largest investigation of its kind, 

we administered an assessment to 3,446 high school students. Equipped with a live internet connection, the stu-

dents responded to six constructed-response tasks. The students struggled on all of them. Asked to investigate a 

site claiming to “disseminate factual reports” on climate science, 96% never learned about the organization’s ties 

to the fossil fuel industry. Two thirds were unable to distinguish news stories from ads on a popular website’s 

home page. More than half believed that an anonymously posted Facebook video, shot in Russia, provided 

“strong evidence” of U.S. voter fraud. Instead of investigating the organization or group behind a site, students 

were often duped by weak signs of credibility: a website’s “look,” its top-level domain, the content on its About 

page, and the sheer quantity of information it provided. The study’s sample reflected the demographic profile of 

high school students in the United States, and a multilevel regression model explored whether scores varied by 

student characteristics. Findings revealed differences in student abilities by grade level, self-reported grades, lo-

cality, socioeconomic status, race, maternal education, and free/reduced-price lunch status. Taken together, 

these findings reveal an urgent need to prepare students to thrive in a world in which information flows cease-

lessly across their screens. 

Schlagwörter: 

assessment; regression analyses; social studies education; technology 
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Pu, Shi; Yan, Yu; Zhang, Liang (2021): 

Do Peers Affect Undergraduates’ Decisions to Switch Majors? 

In: Educational Researcher 50 (8), S. 516–526. DOI: 10.3102/0013189X211023514. 

Abstract: 

In this study, dormitory room and social group assignment data from a college are used to investigate peer effects 

on college students’ decisions to switch majors. Results reveal strong evidence of such peer effects at both the 

room and the social group level. Most notably, at the room level, the dense concentration of same-major room-

mates deters students from switching majors; having one or two same-major roommates has no significant effect 

on major switching, indicating strong nonlinearity of peer effects at the room level. Such nonlinearity is not ob-

served among social group members. Results also reveal evidence that students’ choices of new majors are af-

fected by peers’ majors. Peers are more likely to choose the same destination majors than nonpeers. In choosing 

their new majors, students do not necessarily follow their peers indiscriminately. Their decisions seem to be influ-

enced more by short-term academic requirements than by longterm job prospects. Finally, peer effects on major 

switching and major choices are stronger at the dormitory room level than at the social group level in most cases. 

Schlagwörter: 

econometric analysis; Economics of Education; higher education; peer interaction/friendship; quasi-experimental 

analysis 

 

Tarlau, Rebecca (2021): 

Contentious Cogovernance and Prefiguration. A Framework for 

Analyzing Social Movement–State Relations in Public Education. 

In: Educational Researcher 50 (8), S. 527–536. DOI: 10.3102/0013189X211023496. 

Abstract: 

This article offers a framework for analyzing social movement participation in public education through a focus on 

universities in Brazil. It builds on the literature on social movement–state relations, participatory governance, and 

community organizing in schools, drawing on the case of the Brazilian Landless Workers Movement and the Na-

tional Program for Education in Areas of Agrarian Reform (PRONERA) to illustrate the need to recenter the idea 

of conflict as a central and ongoing process of social movement participation in public schools and universities. 

The article also introduces the concept of prefiguration and highlights how students can prefigure in the formal 

public school system the types of social and economic practices they hope to build in the future. Contentious 

cogovernance and prefiguration are tools not only for improving educational equity but also for increasing the 

strength and internal capacity of social movements, paralleling the role Paulo Freire envisioned for nonformal 

popular education within grassroots organizations. 

Schlagwörter: 

critical theory; ethnography; politics; social justice 
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Petrone, Robert; Stanton, Christine Rogers (2021): 

From Producing to Reducing Trauma. A Call for “Trauma-Informed” 

Research(ers) to Interrogate How Schools Harm Students. 

In: Educational Researcher 50 (8), S. 537–545. DOI: 10.3102/0013189X211014850. 

Abstract: 

Although “trauma-informed education” has gained momentum across the United States in recent years, a ques-

tion remains neglected by the research community: How can education research inform understandings of 

“trauma-informed” approaches when education itself is trauma-producing for many students? This article (1) ex-

plores limitations of traumainformed educational scholarship, particularly its reliance on individualized, biomedical 

understandings of trauma; (2) articulates theoretical reconceptualizations for subsequent research to account for 

historical trauma and ways schools and research inflict harm on students; and (3) calls for expansion of relational, 

participatory, and humanizing methodologies. Overall, we argue for a shift from research that focuses on “trauma-

informed education” to scholarship that enacts a sociohistorical trauma-reducing framework to more effectively 

interrogate the intersections of trauma, schooling, and research.  

Schlagwörter: 

at-risk students; critical theory; equity; Indian education; Indigenous peoples; trauma-informed education 

 

Jensen, Bryant; Valdés, Guadalupe; Gallimore, Ronald (2021): 

Teachers Learning to Implement Equitable Classroom Talk. 

In: Educational Researcher 50 (8), S. 546–556. DOI: 10.3102/0013189X211014859. 

Abstract: 

Language in education for children and youth from low-income communities of color, including those learning 

English as an additional language, has been fraught for decades with ideological entanglements, conceptual am-

biguities, and empirical limitations. Meanwhile, the teacher learning challenge to implement equitable teaching 

practices remains largely unresolved. With an eye toward improving equitable classroom talk (ECT)—that is, 

meaningful participation in disciplinary practices through communal and connected language interactions—for all 

students from minoritized communities, we integrate research on additional language development, disciplinary 

practices, sociocultural classroom interactions, and teacher learning. We recommend researcher-educator collab-

orations (a) develop indicators of ECT, (b) use lesson videos to make ECT visible, and (c) develop and test mate-

rials to support and scale teacher learning to enact ECT. 

Schlagwörter: 

classroom research; classroom talk; discourse analysis; equitable teaching; equity; improvement science; instruc-

tional practices; language processes; minoritized students; observational research; school improvement; sociocul-

tural theory; teacher education/development; teacher learning 

 

 

 

 



 

12 

Nasir, Na’ilah Suad; Lee, Carol D.; Pea, Roy; McKinney de Royston, Maxine (2021): 

Rethinking Learning. What the Interdisciplinary Science Tells Us. 

In: Educational Researcher 50 (8), S. 557–565. DOI: 10.3102/0013189X211047251. 

Abstract: 

Theories of learning developed in education and psychology for the past 100 years are woefully inadequate to 

support the design of schools and classrooms that foster deep learning and equity. Needed is learning theory that 

can guide us in creating schools and classrooms where deep learning occurs, where learners’ full selves are en-

gaged, and that disrupt existing patterns of inequality and oppression. In this article, we build on recent research 

in education, neuroscience, psychology, and anthropology to articulate a theory of learning that has the potential 

to move us toward that goal. We elaborate four key principles of learning: (1) learning is rooted in evolutionary, 

biological, and neurological systems; (2) learning is integrated with other developmental processes whereby the 

whole child (emotion, identity, cognition) must be taken into account; (3) learning is shaped in culturally organized 

practice across people’s lives; and (4) learning is experienced as embodied and coordinated through social inter-

action. Taken together, these principles help us understand learning in a way that foregrounds the range of com-

munity and cultural experiences people have throughout the life course and across the multiple settings of life and 

accounts for learning as set within systems of injustice. 

Schlagwörter: 

cognitive processes/development; Diversity; equity; Learning environments; learning processes/strategies; mixed 

methods 

 

Dee, Thomas S.; Murphy, Mark (2021): 

Patterns in the Pandemic Decline of Public School Enrollment. 

In: Educational Researcher 50 (8), S. 566–569. DOI: 10.3102/0013189X211034481. 

Abstract: 

Early evidence indicates that the COVID-19 pandemic sharply reduced public school enrollment in many states. 

However, little is known about the underlying patterns of these declines. Using new district-level data from Massa-

chusetts, we find that these declines were concentrated in traditional districts while charter, virtual, and vocational 

districts increased their enrollment. Though the enrollment declines in traditional districts were widespread, we 

also find that the percent declines were significantly larger in smaller districts and those serving higher concentra-

tions of White and economically disadvantaged students. The implications for understanding the pandemic’s ef-

fects on learning opportunities and the anticipated fiscal stress on public schools are discussed. 

Schlagwörter: 

demography; Economics of Education; educational policy; equity; regression analyses; secondary data analysis 
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White, Thomas G.; Sabatini, John P.; White, Sheida (2021): 

What Does “Below Basic” Mean on NAEP Reading? 

In: Educational Researcher 50 (8), S. 570–573. DOI: 10.3102/0013189X211044144. 

Abstract: 

The fourth-grade 2019 National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) Reading assessment shows that 

34% of the nation’s students perform below the NAEP Basic level. However, because there is no achievement-

level description for below Basic, educators and policymakers lack information on the nature of the reading diffi-

culties that these students face. To help fill this gap, we analyze data from the 2018 NAEP Oral Reading Fluency 

study. We find that, compared with students who perform at the NAEP Basic level and above, students who per-

form below NAEP Basic level are much more likely to have poor oral reading fluency and word reading skills. 

Schlagwörter: 

NAEP Reading; oral reading fluency; phonological decoding; secondary data analysis; word reading 
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European Educational Research Journal 

Mangez, Eric; Vanden Broeck, Pieter (2021): 

Worlds apart? On Niklas Luhmann and the sociology of education. 

In: European Educational Research Journal 20 (6), S. 705–718. DOI: 10.1177/14749041211041867. 

Abstract: 

In an effort to address the relationship between globalisation, education and Niklas Luhmann’s branch of systems 

theory, we present his essay, published here for the first time in English translation, ‘Education: Forming the life 

course’, next to the nine contributions that compose this special issue and build on this and his other writings to 

take up the theme of education in world society. To conclude, we underline that systems theory’s emphasis on 

functional differentiation helps to address two lacunae in the today prevailing sociological practice. By positing the 

development of self-referential domains as modernity’s central mode of differentiation, it provides sociology with a 

comprehensive theory of world society. By the same token, it also allows one to observe education as a global 

affair with, so to speak, a life of its own. 

Schlagwörter: 

form; functional differentiation; Globalisation; lifelong learning; medium; Niklas Luhmann; social theory 

 

Luhmann, Niklas (2021): 

Education: Forming the Life Course. 

In: European Educational Research Journal 20 (6), S. 719–728. DOI: 10.1177/14749041211020181. 

 

Vanderstraeten, Raf (2021): 

How does education function? 

In: European Educational Research Journal 20 (6), S. 729–739. DOI: 10.1177/1474904120948979. 

Abstract: 

Niklas Luhmann speaks of the function of education in relation to modern society. Only within modern society, he 

argues, is it possible to speak of the differentiation of a specific function system of education. It is, more particu-

larly, the differentiation of other function systems that leads to the question about the function of education. I look 

closely at Luhmann’s analyses of the function of education and make a plea for a socio-historical approach, which 

looks at the ways in which education “functions” within society. Depending on the situation, beliefs in the functio-

nality of education have given form to specific characteristics of the contemporary world society. 

Schlagwörter: 

educational system; functional differentiation; Niklas Luhmann; Systems theory; world society 
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Corsi, Giancarlo (2021): 

Whose life is it anyway? The life course as an observational medium in 

the education system. 

In: European Educational Research Journal 20 (6), S. 740–757. DOI: 10.1177/1474904120962425. 

Abstract: 

System theory defines the life course (Lebenslauf) as the medium of education. It is a medium, because the edu-

cator sees it as a potential for intervention, impressing pedagogically acceptable forms onto it. Yet the single indi-

viduals who are educated are autonomous observers who are exposed to an immense quantity of possible confi-

gurations of their lives. This raises a first question: how can education legitimate intentions and motivate pupils to 

accept the forms with which they collaborate, but which they have not chosen for themselves? A further question 

is raised by the fact that the life course does not coincide with the ‘career’ that each individual constructs for him-

self during his lifetime, when he is oriented towards roles in organisational terms (such as jobs) or that are in any 

case external to the system of education. This paper proposes the hypothesis that the life course and the career 

are coupled to each other by means of educational selection (certificates and qualifications). While this increases 

the potential available to the individual, it also increases uncertainty, the burden of decision-making and related 

risks. One skill that could be developed during education is the ability to manage this potential for combinations. 

Schlagwörter: 

Career; form; life course; medium; Systems theory 

 

Emmerich, Marcus (2021): 

Inclusion/exclusion: Educational closure and social differentiation in 

world society. 

In: European Educational Research Journal 20 (6), S. 758–772. DOI: 10.1177/1474904120978118. 

Abstract: 

Niklas Luhmann’s late concept of inclusion/exclusion in world society compensates for the lack of a systems the-

ory of social differentiation, but ultimately remains incomplete. Moreover, it is remarkable that Luhmann appa-

rently never linked the inclusion/exclusion concept to his late theory of the education system. The following 

considerations seek this missing link, assuming that both functional and social differentiation constitute a double-

sided form of societal structuring generated by the polycontextural operation of social closure mechanisms. The 

term ‘educational closure’ refers to the autopoietic form of inclusion/exclusion processed by an education system 

internally coupling operational and social closure. The article argues that organised education worldwide operates 

as an observing system autopoietically generating categorical differences, as well as inequalities between per-

sons. While grouping, sorting, and tracking pupils, the education system seeks to maintain the recursion of educa-

tional communication, but also generates unequal social differentiation as a far-reaching side effect. Finally, 

reconstructing Weber’s theory of social closure as an earlier inclusion/exclusion concept may provide a theoretical 

basis for further empirical research into the social consequences of educational inclusion/exclusion in a world 

society. 

Schlagwörter: 

categorical inequality; education system; exclusion; inclusion; social closure; societal and social differentiation 
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Kurtz, Thomas (2021): 

Sociological observations of the educational system: A systems-

theoretical perspective. 

In: European Educational Research Journal 20 (6), S. 773–790. DOI: 10.1177/1474904120961581. 

Abstract: 

This article presents introductory considerations on a sociological outside description of the educational system. 

After this particular form of a sociological perspective has been determined, which, unlike pedagogical research, 

does not necessarily depend on the fact that its observations in the educational system can be connected, this 

distanced form of observation is shown by three examples: the question of the form of the educational system and 

its boundaries, the significance of the system for the inequality structure of modern society, and finally the form of 

uncertain action in educational processes. 

Schlagwörter: 
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Vanden Broeck, Pieter (2021): 

Education in world society: A matter of form. 

In: European Educational Research Journal 20 (6), S. 791–805. DOI: 10.1177/14749041211023054. 

Abstract: 

In his posthumously published work on education, Niklas Luhmann (1927–1998) described his approach to the 

sociological observation of the educational system as a formal one. Only by refraining from more substantial defi-

nitions, based on what teachers hope to convey, he claimed, can education be understood in all its historical and 

geographical varieties. By rereading his oeuvre as a socio-historical account of modern school education’s mor-

phogenesis, I inspect this so-called formal approach more closely and show how it brings together different under-

standings of its central notion, form. The underlying theoretical movements of Luhmann’s formal approach, com-

posed of indication and delimitation, of generalisation and re-specification, provide useful hints for the study of 

those forms of education which today increasingly emerge outside of its formal institutions. 
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Steiner-Khamsi, Gita (2021): 

Externalisation and structural coupling: Applications in comparative 

policy studies in education. 

In: European Educational Research Journal 20 (6), S. 806–820. DOI: 10.1177/1474904120988394. 

Abstract: 

The article presents two key concepts of sociological systems theory – externalisation and structural coupling – 

and applies them to explain (a) the exponential growth of international large-scale student assessments and (b) 

the rise of ‘policy-relevant’ educational research. The author concludes with a comparison between key concepts 

used in systems theory and those used in comparative policy studies. She identifies resemblances with concepts 

of pathways in historical institutionalism, the multiple-streams approach and the notion of punctuated equilibrium 

advanced in the advocacy coalition framework. 
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Andersen, Niels Åkerstrøm; Pors, Justine Grønbæk (2021): 

From self-evident norms to contingent couplings: A systems-theoretical 

analysis of changes in the relationship between schools and the function 

systems in Denmark. 

In: European Educational Research Journal 20 (6), S. 821–840. DOI: 10.1177/14749041211009742. 

Abstract: 

Taking a point of departure in the paradoxical fact that the increase in educational knowledge leads to an increase 

in uncertainty for educational organisations, this article explores how uncertainty and contingency have increasin-

gly become an integral part of school governance. The article draws on Niklas Luhmann’s theory of ‘World 

Society’ as a functional differentiated society providing a range of different symbolic media for educational organi-

sations. To trace the increase in the complexity of governing, we provide a historical account of the shifting coup-

lings between schools and function systems. We show how the school becomes linked to an increasing number 

of symbolic media so that education becomes only one out of many other concerns. The article studies the conse-

quences these shifting couplings have for how schools are governed and how they are expected to self-manage 

their relationship to different function systems. The article adds to existing studies of how education has become 

more and more differentiated with the argument that this has also led to new forms of couplings between schools 

and the education system with a number of important implications for the teaching profession. 
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Knudsen, Hanne (2021): 

The worry conversation: A loosening technology. 

In: European Educational Research Journal 20 (6), S. 841–859. DOI: 10.1177/14749041211020591. 

Abstract: 

Worry conversations (in Danish, bekymringssamtale) and other network meetings are normally described as of-

fering integrated solutions to complex problems by connecting a variety of views and resources. Adopting a sys-

tems-theoretical approach, this article suggests that worry conversations can be better understood if viewed as a 

loosening technology. Based on a case study, the article presents the hypothesis that worry conversations and 

network meetings can connect normally disconnected views and knowledge, and, more importantly, disconnect 

elements normally connected. By disconnecting observations made in a school context from the education sys-

tem, schools can invite other organisations and function systems to turn what is vaguely formulated as a worry 

into a problem in their own systems. This increases connectivity, but also the risk that the worry will fail to be spe-

cified as a problem and the talk to develop into decisions. 
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Hansen, Petteri; Sivesind, Kirsten; Thostrup, Rune (2021): 

Managing expectations by projecting the future school: Observing the 

Nordic future school reports via temporal topologies. 

In: European Educational Research Journal 20 (6), S. 860–874. DOI: 10.1177/1474904121995695. 

Abstract: 

This study focuses on the politics of time in education by analysing ‘The Future School’ reports published by Nor-

dic state authorities between 2010 and 2015. Building on a system-theoretical understanding of social time, stee-

ring and second-order observations, we investigate how temporal political communication frames the future of 

Nordic basic education. By applying semantic analysis, we identified four temporal topologies according to which 

these reports deal with the future: (a) calculated futures based on future projections with numbers; (b) unpre-

dictable futures based on future projections contrasting learning with adaptivity; (c) technology-determined fu-

tures; and (d) personalised futures based on child well-being. Whereas these topologies constitute a shared se-

mantical base for discussing the future of school education, a comparison of the reports also reveals differences 

and paradoxes between the temporal topologies in the Nordic welfare state context. 
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Revolution in the head: A conversation with Paulo Freire. 

In: International Review of Education 67 (5), S. 561–567. DOI: 10.1007/s11159-021-09922-w. 

 

Millican, Juliet; Kasumagić-Kafedžić, Larisa; Masabo, François; Almanza, Mónica (2021): 

Pedagogies for peacebuilding in higher education: How and why should 

higher education institutions get involved in teaching for peace? 

In: International Review of Education 67 (5), S. 569–590. DOI: 10.1007/s11159-021-09907-9. 

Abstract: 

This article makes the case for why higher education institutions should take the teaching of peacebuilding seri-

ously. It is co-authored by a team from four countries (Bosnia and Herzegovina, Rwanda, Colombia and the Uni-

ted Kingdom) who were involved in a small international research project looking at "Pedagogies for Peacebuil-

ding". Together they are trying to answer questions about the legitimacy of bringing these discussions into higher 

education and lecturer/student relationships. The authors discuss the spaces in which peacebuilding can be 

usefully considered within higher education curricula; the significance of higher education in helping young people 

develop habits of peace; and how the citizens and leaders of the future might be helped to understand the mean-

ing and importance of peacebuilding. In the course of their argument, the authors consider the intention and im-

pact of different pedagogical approaches. 
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Runhare, Tawanda; Bill, Ouda James; Vele, Maria Tsumbedzo; Mudzielwana, Ndileleni 

(2021): 

School–community interventions to curb learner dropout: The 

perceptions of key education stakeholders in a rural South African school 

neighbourhood. 

In: International Review of Education 67 (5), S. 591–610. 

Abstract: 

The study presented in this article gathered and examined the views of key stakeholders in rural South African 

secondary schools on strategies for curbing learner dropout. The investigation, which employed a qualitative case 

study research model, sampled 20 secondary school learners aged 17–20 (11 female, 9 male), 20 youth aged 

17–22 (11 female, 9 male) who had dropped out of school, 10 School Governing Board (SGB) members (5 fe-

male, 5 male), and 20 teachers (9 female, 11 male), who were purposively sampled from two rural secondary 

schools engaged in tackling high dropout rates. Data were collected through face-to-face interviews with school 

dropouts and SGB members, and through focus group discussions with teachers and learners. The study revea-

led that the main strategies the two schools used to curb learner dropout include the National School Nutrition 

Programme (NSNP); the “no-fee school” system; counselling on personal and family challenges; attractive extra- 

or co-curricular activities; encouragement of parental involvement in school matters; and collaboration between 

the community and school leadership in monitoring learners. Based on their findings, the authors advocate for 

stronger school–community partnership, in which both the community and the school take shared responsibility 

for children’s educational access and opportunity. 
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Lang, Sophat (2021): 

Key factors influencing the maintenance of adult learners’ literacy skills 

levels: A follow-up study of three participant cohorts of the literacy 

programme in Cambodia. 

In: International Review of Education 67 (5), S. 611–636. DOI: 10.1007/s11159-021-09913-x. 

Abstract: 

This quantitative study examined the current level of literacy skills of three cohorts of learners after they comple-

ted a non-formal basic literacy programme in 2017, 2018 and 2019. The purpose of the study, conducted in late 

2019, was to identify major factors that infuenced the maintenance of their levels of reading and calculating skills. 

The author used a test instrument and a learner’s background questionnaire for data collection from 94 graduates 

(81 female, 13 male). His fndings conclude that while the reading skills level of many members of the three 

cohorts was average, numeracy performance was poor. There was no signifcant diference in skills levels among 

these three cohorts or in terms of diferent demographic backgrounds such as age, gender, and occupation. Im-

portantly, however, factors afecting literacy levels included the frequency with which the individuals used and 

practised their literacy skills (p < .01), and their attitudes towards learning and skills use (p < .05). Critically, the 

surrounding environments and contexts many of them lived in did not enable them to use and practise their lite-

racy skills. However, most respondents were satisfed to be ofered follow-up interventions to sustain and improve 

their literacy skills and expressed a preference for contents that would help to strengthen literacy skills (in reading, 

writing and calculating) as well as work-related skills. This study suggests that the quality of Cambodia’s non-for-

mal basic literacy programme needs improving, and that a strong follow-up programme needs to be implemented 

to make continuing education more efective, by sustaining neo-literates’ literacy skills, including numeracy. To 

meet neo-literates’ needs and interests, the contents of follow-up programmes should focus on basic literacy and 

work-related skills ofered through contact sessions with teachers and through self-learning. 
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McGrath, Simon; Deneulin, Séverine (2021): 

Education for just transitions: Lifelong learning and the 30th anniversary 

Human Development Report. 

In: International Review of Education 67 (5), S. 637–658. DOI: 10.1007/s11159-021-09914-w. 

Abstract: 

The 30th anniversary Human Development Report, entitled The Next Frontier: Human Development and the 

Anthropocene, was released by the United Nations Development Programme in December 2020. It marks an im-

portant step forward as a high-profile publication trying to radically re-think the challenge of sustainable develop-

ment and revisit what it means to develop as human beings interconnected within earth systems. This article pro-

vides a critical reading of the report, and human development literature more widely, in assessing the role of lifel-

ong learning in educating for just transitions, which it broadly understands as the transformation of all social sys-

tems, including economic systems, to bring them back into balance with earth systems in which they are embed-

ded. The report maintains its trademark "human development lens" which has characterised the series since their 

inception in 1990. It prioritises consideration of capabilities, agency and values as central to the challenge, and 

opens up a discussion of how we need to change our understandings, values and actions, including what it me-

ans to be human, in order to effect just transitions towards sustainability. However, as the authors demonstrate, 

the report falls short of considering the lifelong learning challenge inherent and central to just transitions. The au-

thors argue that the pressing challenge of responding to the climate emergency requires a richer understanding of 

how humans learn throughout their life course. In so doing, this article is a contribution to both the literature on 

education and human development, and the growing body of literature in the field of adult education and sustaina-

bility. 
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Investigating the relationship between teachers’ teaching beliefs and 

their affinity for lifelong learning: The mediating role of change 

tendencies. 

In: International Review of Education 67 (5), S. 659–686. DOI: 10.1007/s11159-021-09917-7. 

Abstract: 

In today’s era of rapid change, lifelong learning is one of the most important ways for individuals to keep up with 

social, cultural, economic and technological developments. This applies especially to the teaching profession, 

which shapes the future of societies by teaching students how to construct knowledge. The aim of the study 

presented here was to investigate the mediating role of change tendencies in the relationship between teachers’ 

teaching beliefs and their afnity for lifelong learning. Using three existing questionnaires (the “Teaching Beliefs 

Scale”, the “Efective Lifelong Learning Inventory”, and the “Change Tendencies Scale”), the research team collec-

ted responses from 288 teachers (147 female, 141 male) serving in public secondary schools in the province of 

Karaman, Turkey. In their analysis of the data, the researchers found a signifcant negative relationship between 

teachers’ traditional (teacher-centred) teaching belief, change tendencies and lifelong learning afnity; whereas the 

relationship between a constructivist (student-centred) teaching belief, change tendencies and lifelong learning 

afnity turned out to be signifcantly positive. The results seem to indicate that change tendencies fully mediate the 

relationship between teaching beliefs and lifelong learning afnity. Based on these results, the authors conclude 

that teachers’ potential openness to change – and their afnity for lifelong learning – are greater when their 

teaching is guided by a studentcentred approach than when they adhere to a teacher-centred perspective. 
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Oyigbo, Dorida Nneka; C, Ngwu Patrick N.; Nwachukwu, Ruphina U. (2021): 

Non-formal education and economic growth in Nigeria: The need for a 

system-wide programme development framework. 

In: International Review of Education 67 (5), S. 687–709. 

Abstract: 

In the field of education, the non-formal education approach to fostering human proficiency in a wide range of ski-

lls is credited with having engendered the broadening of educational practice beyond formal schooling through the 

emergence of methods and techniques of basic education, administrative training and management science. In 

the field of economics, the relationship between national economic growth and upskilling the population is infor-

med by two major dominant theoretical perspectives. The human capital approach considers the relationship 

between education and national economic growth from purely economic viewpoints, while the ecological develop-

ment approach adopts a liberal stance and argues for a democratisation of educational opportunities. After revie-

wing this theoretical background, the authors of this article focus on the need to strengthen non-formal education 

in Nigeria with the aim of promoting national economic growth. They propose that the National Mass Literacy, 

Adult and Non-formal Education Commission (NMEC), launched in 1991, should be upgraded to a ministry of 

non-formal education. They argue that this kind of dedicated ministry is already operating successfully in many 

developing Asian and industrialised nations, serving to coordinate all basic education programmes with a special 

focus on citizens with low literacy. In Nigeria, the authors argue, such a ministry could provide training and retrai-

ning of all workers in both the public and private sectors of the economy, facilitate administrative training and exe-

cutive management education as well as taking on responsibility for all continuing professional training program-

mes at all levels of the polity. The authors conclude their article by setting out the main elements of their proposed 

programme development framework for non-formal education. 
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Albers, Andrea (2021): 

Kognitiv aktivierend unterrichten. Was bedeutet das und wie geht das? 

In: Pädagogik 73 (11), S. 6–7. 

Abstract: 

Wenn Schüler*innen sich mit einem Inhalt geistig vertieft auseinandersetzen, dabei etwas dazulernen, einen In-

halt besser durchdringen oder eine Kompetenz weiter ausbauen, dann ist ein Merkmal von kognitiv aktivierendem 

Unterricht erfüllt. Wie kann ich als Lehrperson die Lernenden dabei unterstützen? 

 

Reusser, Kurt; Lipowsky, Frank; Pauli, Christine (2021): 

Eine kognitiv aktivierende Lernumgebung gestalten. 

In: Pädagogik 73 (11), S. 8–13. 

Abstract: 

Eine kognitiv aktivierende Lernumgebung hängt von gehaltvollen Lernaufgaben und einer konstruktiven Lernun-

terstützung ab. Beides kann von der Lehrperson anhand von klaren Kriterien bewusst gestaltet werden. 

 

Schreyer, Patrick; Herbert, Benjamin (2021): 

Kognitive Aktivierung im internationalen Vergleich. 

In: Pädagogik 73 (11), S. 14–15. 

Abstract: 

Die TALIS-Videostudie untersucht unter anderem Unterrichtsaufzeichnungen und -materialien aus dem Mathema-

tikunterricht hinsichtlich ihres kognitiv aktivierenden Potenzials. Zwei Wissenschaftler sprechen über die Ergeb-

nisse und darüber, was in Deutschlands Klassenzimmern jetzt passieren müsste. 
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Lipowsky, Frank; Reusser, Kurt; Pauli, Christine (2021): 

Unterrichtsgespräche kognitiv aktivierend gestalten. 

In: Pädagogik 73 (11), S. 17–23. 

Abstract: 

Das Unterrichtsgespräch ist noch immer eine der häufigsten Interaktionsformen im Klassenraum. Doch nicht je-

des Gespräch regt die Schüler*innen zum Nachdenken an, wie eines der Beispiele in diesem Beitrag zeigt. Wie 

kann das Unterrichtsgespräch kognitiv anregend gestaltet werden? 

 

Emmerling, Nadine (2021): 

Herausfordernde Aufgaben. 

In: Pädagogik 73 (11), S. 25–29. 

Abstract: 

Aufgaben sind ein zentrales Gestaltungsmittel für den Unterricht. Von ihrer Gestaltung hängt ab, wie und was die 

Schüler*innen lernen. Wie können sie so gestaltet werden, dass alle Schüler*innen bei der Bearbeitung kognitiv 

herausgefordert werden und bestmögliche Leistungen zeigen können? 

 

Janzen, Marlene (2021): 

Kognitive Aktivierung durch Bewegung. 

In: Pädagogik 73 (11), S. 30–31. 

Abstract: 

Die Sonderpädagogin Marlene Janzen hat gemeinsam mit der Choreografin Lucia Glass ein Kartenset mit Bewe-

gungsübungen entwickelt. Es besteht aus kurzen Einheiten für den Schulalltag und Hintergrundwissen für Anlei-

tende. Dabei gehören kognitive Aktivierung und Bewegung für sie zusammen. Ein Interview. 

 

Fauth, Benjamin; Leuders, Timo (2021): 

Kognitiv aktivierenden Unterricht beobachten. 

In: Pädagogik 73 (11), S. 32–37. 

Abstract: 

Eröffnet mein Unterricht hinreichende Potenziale zur kognitiven Aktivierung bei den Lernenden? Um diese Frage 

zu beantworten, kann eine kollegiale Hospitation mithilfe von Beobachtungs- und Reflexionskriterien helfen. Das 

Autorenteam stellt unterstützende Instrumente und Beispiele für aktivierende Aufgabenstellungen vor. 
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Eder, Michael (2021): 

Geschlechtersensibilität in Lehramtsausbildung und Schule. 

In: Pädagogik 73 (11), S. 39–42. 

Abstract: 

Die Frage der Geschlechtersensibilität spielt nicht nur im Bereich der Sprache eine wichtige Rolle. Sie betrifft 

viele gesellschaftliche Bereiche, denn oft müssen althergebrachte Stereotype überwunden werden. Doch in der 

Lehrerbildung spielt das Thema bislang nur eine untergeordnete Rolle. Das sollte sich ändern. 

 

Mittag, Jens (2021): 

Wie machen es die digitalen Vorreiter? 

In: Pädagogik 73 (11), S. 43–46. 

Abstract: 

In Dänemark hat man längst die digitalen Medien in die Schulen geholt. Wie die Ergebnisse der dänischen Schü-

ler in der PISA-Studie zeigen, sind dadurch jedoch nicht alle Schwierigkeiten und Anstrengungen des Lernens 

gelöst oder gemildert. Aber einiges ist durchaus einfacher geworden. 

 

Erlbaum, Shila; Dold, Cornelia (2021): 

Pflichtbesuche in NS-Gedenkstätten? 

In: Pädagogik 73 (11), S. 48–49. 

Abstract: 

Einige Länder schreiben den Besuch einer NS-Gedenkstätte im Rahmen des Geschichts- oder Politikunterrichts 

vor. Ist eine solche Verpflichtung zielführend, wenn es um die Auseinandersetzung mit der menschenverachten-

den nationalsozialistischen Herrschaft sowie um eine moderne demokratische Erziehung geht? 

 

Michael, Schratz (2021): 

»Lehrkräfte als ArchitektInnen der Zukunft«. Neun Fragen an Michael 

Schratz. 

In: Pädagogik 73 (11), S. 54. 

Abstract: 

Pädagogisches Porträt 
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Eikenbusch, Gerhard (2021): 

Wenn Glück zum Lifestyle und zur Tyrannei wird. 

In: Pädagogik 73 (11), S. 55. 

Abstract: 

Ist Glück das größte Ziel, nach dem wir alle streben sollen? Edgar Cabanas und Eva Illouz setzen sich kritisch mit 

der Positiven Psychologie und Glücksforschung auseinander. 

 

Hoegg, Günther (2021): 

Wer haftet in der Kette? 

In: Pädagogik 73 (11), S. 57. 

Abstract: 

Manchmal reichen Lehrkräfte wertvolle Gegenstände, die sie kurz aufbewahren, an Schüler weiter. Was ist, wenn 

dann etwas verschwindet? 

 

Gölitzer, Susanne (2021): 

Schlusspunkt. Was ist der »Stoff«? 

In: Pädagogik 73 (11), S. 64. 

 

 


