
All-day (‘Ganztag’) service at Hamburg schools
Hamburg schools offer all-day education and care
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Dear Parents, 
Over the past ten years, the all-day scheme has been a success story at Hamburg schools. All Ham-

burg schools offer children and young people up to 14 years of age high-quality all-day education 

and care from 8am to 4pm, free of charge. Care is also possible during the off-peak and holiday 

periods. Since 2012, more and more children have been taking part in the all-day scheme every year. 

The participation rate is now about 85 percent. I am very pleased about this positive development. 

In Hamburg, this has been a reality for years, which will only be considered a legal right in the federal 

government from 2029. The structural foundations for the all-day scheme at Hamburg schools have 

now been properly laid. The city of Hamburg has invested a lot of money to this end: Since 2011, 

more than 275 canteens and cafeterias have been built. Broad-ranging support programmes have 

supported the schools in aligning their rooms and areas even more closely to the needs of children 

and young people. Staffing levels have also significantly improved in recent years. 

We will continue to work towards the ongoing improvement of the all-day offer at Hamburg schools 

in the future. The wishes and needs of the children and young people as well as the perspectives of 

the parents are also taken into account. Equally important is good cooperation between the school 

and the various partners who participate in the all-day scheme, e.g. the sponsors of child and youth 

welfare, sports clubs and cultural institutions. 

With their support, the all-day scheme at Hamburg schools offers a wide range of activities in the 

fields of leisure, learning and development in addition to classes. The children can try out sports, 

music, handicrafts, art and theatre with no pressure, live out their creativity and learn how to use 

digital media. Their needs for free play, relaxation and rest are also addressed. Last but not least, 

they experience a sense of community and have time to make friends while having fun.

As part of the all-day scheme, the students also have the opportunity to complete their school as-

signments while still at school. In addition, more time is available for the children to receive better 

and more targeted support. Alongside teachers, social pedagogues, childcare workers and other 

pedagogical specialists work at the school. For example, the all-day scheme at Hamburg schools 

makes a significant contribution to parents being able to better reconcile family and work. Over the 

following pages, we would like to tell you about the different possibilities of all-day planning.

Yours, Ties Rabe

SENATOR FOR SCHOOL AND VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
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All-day activities at Hamburg's schools 
As part of the all-day scheme at Hamburg schools, students receive high-quality education and care 

in addition to lessons. It offers your children development and learning opportunities that fit their 

own interests and needs. So the extra-curricular all-day offer can also have a positive effect on your 

child’s learning results. Open spaces and joint activities throughout the day also enable the children 

and young people to make friends and develop.

The following applies to all forms of the all-day scheme at Hamburg schools: The core time from 8am 

to 4pm is always free. The only exception is the preschool class (VSK). In addition, there are care 

services before 8am, after 4pm and during the holidays. They can also be booked without your child 

being registered for the core hours. Fees will be charged for these additional times. Depending on the 

family situation and income, discounts are possible. From the preschool class to year four, the price 

of lunch is also socially staggered. 

If there is only a very low demand for all-day offers at individual schools, the school organises them 

in collaboration with other schools.

The following all-day school offers are available:

All-day activities at primary schools in cooperation 
with a youth welfare provider (GBS)

G Classes five days a week from 8am to 1pm

G All-day education and care services five days a week 

from 6am to 8am, from 1pm to 6pm and during the holidays by a cooperation partner at school

G Voluntary participation in extra-curricular education and care; children registered for the core 

period take part in the care of at least three days of their choice until at least 3pm.

All-day schools at all types of schools 
under the responsibility of the school 

Open all-day school
G Classes are held five days a week from 8am to 1pm; in secondary schools, classes usually go

 beyond 1pm on one or more days.

G all-day education and care services five days a week from 6am to 8am, outside of class from

 1pm to 6pm and during the holidays, from the school and possibly in cooperation with a service

 provider from child and youth welfare

G Voluntary participation in extra-curricular education and care services 

Bound all-day school
G Lessons and leisure activities take place in alternating order throughout the day, 

 four days a week from 8am to 4pm

G Mandatory participation in the core hours from 8am to 4pm for four days

G Additional all-day offer on the fifth day as well as early, late and holiday care; participation in 

 this additional offer is voluntary.
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Part-time all-day school
G Lessons and leisure activities take place in alternating order throughout the day up to five days a 

 week from 8am to 4pm.

G Mandatory participation in the core hours from 8am to 4pm on less than four days and open

 offer on the other days

G or compulsory participation in the core period from 8am to 4pm on four days only for some 

 students (such as bound all-day school) and open offer for the other students 

 (such as open all-day school)

G Participation in the open offers is voluntary.

G Early care from 6am to 8am, late care from 4pm to 6pm and holiday care from the school, 

 possibly in cooperation with a service provider from child and youth welfare

All-day offers for secondary schools 
Students at secondary schools can take advantage of all-day offers up to the age of 14. 

At district schools, you can generally have your child taken care of after class until 4pm. If there is 

sufficient demand, late care is offered by the district school itself. The same applies to holiday care. 

If not enough students register, offers can be used at a nearby school. Early care is offered by the 

district school from 7am if necessary. Before 7am, the care takes place at a neighbouring primary 

school.

At all high schools, educational and care services are provided until 4pm. These usually include in-

clination courses and help with homework. If parents need additional care for their children before 

8am, after 4pm or during the holidays, this is usually offered at a neighbouring school.

Fees for education and care services outside of core hours
The core hours from 8am to 4pm are free for everyone (except for the pre-school children). Fees will 

be charged for further care periods. Parents generally book the care services for a whole school year. 

The fees are calculated for one school year and then charged monthly to distribute the costs evenly. 

For example, a week of holiday care from 8am to 4pm costs 90 euros, payable in twelve monthly 

instalments à 7.50 euros. The following table shows the monthly costs for the individual services:

Care hours 1st to 8th grade
monthly fees (100%)

Pre-school class 
monthly fees (100%) plus surcharge 

(see below)

6 to 7 am 30 Euros 12 Euros

7 to 8 am 30 Euros 12 Euros

1pm to 4pm (core hours) free 5 Euros 
(fixed minimum fee, no discount)

4pm to 5pm 30 Euros 12 Euros

5pm to 6pm 30 Euros 12 Euros

1 week holiday period from 
8am to 4pm 7.50 Euro/ 90 Euro per year 3 Euro/36 Euro per year

1 week holiday season from 
6am to 6pm 10 Euro/120 Euro per year 4 Euro/48 Euro per year
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Holiday care
Up to 11 weeks of holiday can be booked. At first, you do not have to commit to specific holiday 

periods, but only book the amount of holiday weeks that you think will be required. You can clarify 

the exact time period on site with the school or the cooperation partner at a later date. The holiday 

weeks can be taken individually or contiguously. The care can start on any day of the week during 

the holidays. The booked holiday week then ends on the 7th day (example: start Thursday – end 

Wednesday). 

In addition, it is possible to book a maximum of one so-called base week. The base week includes six 

days of care, which you can use at any time during the holiday season. They can be used as desired 

on individual holiday days or contiguously. The base week is to be paid in full even if you do not use 

all six days. 

Schools and providers can close for up to four weeks during the holidays. During this time, holiday 

care can be provided at a neighbouring school if necessary.

This is how the fees are calculated (see also page 5):
The fees are divided into five levels: 100% (maximum rate), 75%, 50%, 30% or 20%. These discounts 

are also valid for lunch up to grade 4. They depend on the net income of the family and the number 

of family members. Parents who want to take advantage of a reduction in fees must indicate their 

net income in order to do so. To determine your monthly income, a form will be provided to you at 

the school office or on the Internet. 

When calculating income, the family includes: the cared-for child, the person entitled to care, as well 

as their other children, if they live with the cared-for child in a household or alimony is paid for them.

The sibling regulation: You only pay the full fee for the youngest child. If the child is being cared for 

at a fee, you will pay one third of the fee for the second youngest child. For each additional child you 

pay only a fifth of the fee. It does not matter whether the care takes place in a daycare centre, with 

a childminder or at school. These exemptions also apply to maximum rate payers.

The Hamburg Education Package: If you receive state benefits and your child is eligible for the ed-

ucation and participation package, then lunch, six weeks of holiday care and all care services in the 

preschool class are free of charge.

Fees for preschoolers (see also page 5):
A special feature is the fees for the care of students of preschool classes. Here, a basic fee of 5 euros 

per month is to be paid for the care from 1pm to 4pm. Above a certain income limit, surcharges of up 

to 120 euros must be paid (see page 5: Supplement only for preschool children). This is because the 

fees for afternoon care are similar to those for the daycare centre. The fees are lower than in years 

1 to 8 for the off-peak and holiday periods (see table on page 3).  
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Booked care hours:
G 7 to 8 am during school hours (max. fee: 30 € / month)
G 4pm to 5pm during school hours (max. fee: 30 € / month)
G 8 weeks during the holidays,  (max. fee: 10 € / holiday week = 80 € / month)
 from 8am to 6pm respectively Total care costs: max. 140 € / month
  

Sample calculations

Calculation for a
single parent with one child
Family size: 2 members
Disposable income: 1,400 € / Month
20% of 140 Euro = 28 € / month
plus 80 cents / lunch at primary school
(= 20% of e.g. €4.00 per meal)

Calculation for a
family with two children
Family size: 4 Persons
Disposable income: 2,500 € / Month
75% of 140 Euro = 105€/month
plus 3.00 € / lunch at primary school
(= 75% of e.g. 4.00 Euro per meal)

Note: 

In the cases of families with more than six people, the fee is always reduced to 20 percent, 

regardless of income.

Number of family members:

2  3 4 5 6 

E.g. mother + 1 child E. g. parents + 1 child, 
 or father + 2 children

E.g. parents + 2 children, 
or father + 3 children

E.g. parents + 3 children, 
or mother + 4 children E.g. parents + 4 children

from until % from until % from until % from until % from until %

less than 1450 20% less than 1550 20% less than 1750 20% less than 2000 20% less than 2200 20%

1451 1800 30% 1551 1850 30% 1751 2000 30% 2001 2200 30% 2201 2400 30%

1801 2100 50% 1851 2150 50% 2001 2300 50% 2201 2450 50% 2401 2600 50%

2101 2400 75% 2151 2450 75% 2301 2550 75% 2451 2700 75% 2601 2850 75%

more than 2400 100% more than 2450 100% more than 2550 100% more than 2700 100% more than 2850 100%

Supplement only for preschool children:

2401 2600 100% 2451 2650 100% 2551 2750 100% 2701 2900 100% 2851 3050 100%

2601 2750 100%+30€ 2651 2800 100%+30€ 2751 2900 100%+30€ 2901 3000 100%+30€ 3051 3150 100%+30€

2751 2850 100%+60€ 2801 2900 100%+60€ 2901 3000 100%+60€ 3001 3100 100%+60€ 3151 3250 100%+60€

2851 2950 100%+90€ 2901 3000 100%+90€ 3001 3100 100%+90€ 3101 3200 100%+90€ more than 3250 100%+90€

more than 2950
100% + max.  

120 €
more than 3000

100% + max.  
120 €

more than 3100
100% + max.  

120 €
more than 3200

100% + max.  
120 €

The following income limits apply to the fees:
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Lunch
Students at a school with an all-day offer can have lunch there every day. The schools work together 

with a provider for school catering (caterer) for this purpose. The quality of the lunch is based on the 

"Quality Standard for School catering" set by the German Nutrition Society. The school and the ca-

terer will inform you together about the lunch offer and the specific processes on site. Arrangements 

with the caterer are possible if there are special requirements for your child's lunch (nutritional re-

quirements, intolerances, diet, cultural and religious eating habits). 

During lunch, the students are looked after according to their age. You can regularly give feedback 

on lunch and expect to receive a response.

There is a maximum price limit for the lunch on offer, which the caterer may not exceed. This was 

4.00 euros in the 2021/22 school year and is adjusted annually. The price for lunch can be reduced 

up to grade 4. The same conditions and percentages apply here as for the care fees (see page 5).

If you only want your child to take part in lunch and you would like to take advantage of a reduction in 

the lunch price, please register him/her at the school office. There it will be determined what amount 

the caterer can invoice you for one portion of food.

Registration at the school office
To participate in the all-day offer and the additional care services, register your child at the school 

office. Registration for the coming school year takes place in the period from February to 31 May 

at the latest. Bookings for care services are generally valid for one school year. All bookings except 

the core hours can be changed. The change will then take effect the following quarter. Short-term 

changes are only possible if the school or the cooperation partner agrees. 

Starting with the 2022/23 school year, it will also be possible to register digitally. 

For more information, please visit: www.hamburg.de/ganztagsschule.

Information on the internet
Further information is available online. There you will find all the forms for registration 

and for the declaration of income. You will also find instructions for filling it out. You can 

also find out what family income is taken as the basis for calculating the fee in your case. 

Afterwards, you can use the fee calculator to check whether you can take advantage of a 

reduction in fees or the cost of lunch.

Do you have any questions? Then feel free to contact the 

Authority for School and Vocational Education / School Information Centre / SIZ

Hamburger Straße 125 a / 22083 Hamburg

Phone: 040 428 99 22 11 / Fax: 040 428 63 2728

schulinformationszentrum@bsb.hamburg.de

www.hamburg.de/ganztag
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