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CV 
 Research Overviews: Conditions for learning and development 

in preschool  (Swedish Research Council, Department of 
Education,). 

 Commission for a sustainable Malmö: Preschool and the impact 
on children´s learning, development and health 

 Director for Centre for studies on professions at Malmö 
university 

 Pre-school from a societal perspective. 
 Thesis: Parent’s images of children and child care. 
 Research Co-ordinator, National research school: Subject 

learning in a diverse preschool. 
 Relational pedagogy in Centre for Professional Studies. 
 Teacher Education, supervision of doctoral students. 

 
 



Integration and inclusion 

In a segregated society 
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Welcome to Malmö 
– meetings and possibilities 

• Malmö is the growth centre of the region 
• 300 000 inhabitants 
• Population expanding for the twenty-second year in 

a row 
• 26% of the city’s inhabitants were born abroad 
• 169 nationalities represented 
• Young population: 47% are under 35 years of age 
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Diversity -  Meetings  - Possibilities 
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Pre-school 

 Pre-school: 1-5 years 
 Pre-school classes: 6 years  
 Compulsory school: 7 years 



Preschool - a part of the welfare 
system 

 Preschool has always been a part of Swedish 
family and social policy. 

 A new curriculum 1998. 
 Preschool belongs to the educational system. 
 From a social project to a educational project 
 Edu-care.  



Looking for determinants for 
school sucess 

 Put the light on Early childhood education and 
care 



Heckman – a happy Nobel prize 
winner 



Early interventions are most 
important 



Research on quality and structural 
factors in pre-school 

 ECERS (Early Childhood Environment Rating Scale). 
 Quality is related to teacher’s and children’s interaction.  
 The teacher’s competence, education and knowledge 

are the most important factors for good quality. 
 Working teams with a clear vision of pedagogical goals 

are more succesful. 
 For children 1-3 years of age, the size of the group is 

important. 
 Children from low socio-economic backgrounds suffer 

more if the teacher/children ratio is low.  



Preschool´s impact on children from 
poor background 

 There is evidens that preschool attendence has positive 
effects on children from poor backgrounds (Slavin, 
Karweit & Wasik 1994).  

 For children at risk, attending preschool will make 
economical benefits in terms of decrerased criminality, 
employment and social adaption to society 
(Schweinhart, Barnes, & Weikart 1993; Schweinhart, 
Montie, Xiang, Barnett, Belfield, & Nores, 2004). 



But … 

 The effects are correlated to preschool quality. 
 The Scandinavian preschool have high quality 

but there is a great variation. 



Quality – process and structure 

 Pedagogical relations – a matter of process and 
structure 



A shared sustainable thinking 



Inclusion – a matter of perspective 

 Discourse – language, meaning, curriculum 
 Organizational – possibilities, attendence 
 Pedagogy – educational practice for all 
 Individual – how do the child experience 

inclusion 



What segregation does to 
children 

 Inequalities in children´s  in living conditions 
 Children´s gender, ethnicity and social class 

determine success and performance in school 
 Unequal distribution of health 

 



Curriculum for preschool 

 Children should be aware of their own cultural 
heritage and participating in the culture of 
others. 

 Children with a foreign background who 
develop their first language should improve their 
prospects of learning Swedish as well as 
developing knowledge in other areas.  
 



Inclusion/integration – not a 
matter of ethnicity only 

 Differences and similarities 
 Children with disabilities - special education 
 Gender, class, ethnicity,  



Crossing borders 



Border work 

Between public and private space 
Parental co-operation 
Transitions of knowledge and values 



Research on diversity and multi-
cultural education in pre-school 

 The meaning of cultural diversity is transformed to a 
discourse of difference.  

 Tendency to emphasize assimilation rather than 
integration. 

 The image of being Swedish (Ronström, Runfors & 
Wahlström, 1998).  

 A mono-lingual norm for multi-lingual children is seen 
in individual development plans (Vallberg Roth & 
Månsson, 2007). 

 Multi-cultural education is articulated as an objective or 
a goal for the Other (Lunneblad, 2007).  



An institution for normalisation? 

 Prescribed manuscript constructs the Other. 
 Ethnicity/culture as pure entities. 
 Children construct hybrid culture patterns as a 

result of many different learning experiences.  
 Assimilation more than integration. 



A brighter picture 

 Norell Beach (1998) shows that deliberately working 
with teachers in pre-school can bridge prejudices and 
stereotypical images about “the Other”.  

 Opportunities to reflect in groups and networks, with 
guidance, leads to a more deliberately multi-cultural 
education (Sjöwall, 1994). 

 Teachers or assistants with the same background as the 
immigrant child, help the child to develop language and 
a multi-cultural identity (Obondo, 2004).  



Potential for integration 



Conclusions 
 Potential of pre-school to be an important institution for 

inclusion/integration. 
 Policy documents and curricula support integration policy. 
 Organisation for mother tongue training in municipatilities helps 

children to develop their first and second language. 
 Teachers in preschool have to be well educated. 
 Support (reflection groups) and guidance for teachers is needed. 
 Children from families with low socio-economic backgrounds 

takes advantage of attendending preschool and are more 
vulnerable to structural changes. 

 



What can be done? 

 Development of quality instrument - ECERS 
 Pedagogical relations – further education  
 Best educated teachers for children from poor 

circumstances -redistribution of resources   
 Include children´s perspective and influence  
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