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Ladies and Gentlemen, 
distinguished guests, 
 
I am glad to welcome you on behalf of the Senat of the Free and Hanseatic City of 
Hamburg. Guests from many parts of the world are here today. 
 
I think we have many important issues to talk about and we can learn very much from 
each other. The Summit involves public and private actors in our efforts for a smart and 
sustainable city.  
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, we are convinced, that it offers a great opportunity. Concepts 
of smart cities should be discussed on an international level – as we will do today.  Be-
yond national boundaries, we should share our thoughts on how to get our cities 
smarter. Please allow me to say some words about my city, Hamburg, and it’s way to 
become a smart city. 
 
Hamburg is one of Europe’s economically strongest and most livable cities, a fact 
which is confirmed by independent rankings. We reach best marks in governance, mo-
bility, energy and environment, building and services. And I am proud, that Hamburg 
has been named Germany’s smartest city by the IDC Smart Cities Benchmark in 2012. 
This is a good starting point and motivation for us to develop it into the future. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
a while ago we read in the „New York Times“ the headline „Pursuing a vision: Green 
and liveable“. The article defined quiet well our goals: “to improve the quality of life and 
attract new residents, hoping to inspire others.” With our meeting today, we hope to 
inspire you to take part in this process. I am convinced that we will all benefit from mak-
ing our cities smarter. 
 
Hamburg is an incubator of trends as well as a laboratory of modernity. The appoint-
ment of Hamburg as host of Germany’s next IT summit – scheduled for October 2014 – 
also shows that technological innovations play a major part in our economy and also in 
our daily life. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
We will intensively follow this way of developing Hamburg into a smart city. That 
means, smart mobility, smart logistics, smart energy,  smart services, smart buildings 
and smart government. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen,  
 
forecasts say that by 2050, 6.3 billion people will live in the big cities worldwide. This 
marks the challenge that we are facing. We must respond to the impact of rising popu-
lation numbers in urban areas. This means better mobility, better public infra-structure 
and better services. Better means smarter. 
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This process is in full swing. And this summit will contribute to it. 
 
I am sure we will enjoy fruitful discussions and interesting encounters!  
 
Thank you very much. 


