
a) Brief synthesis 

In the southern part of Hamburg’s old town are two complementary, mono-func-

tional districts, which are closely related, both physically and functionally: firstly, 

the complex of warehouses for goods imported through the port and, secondly, 

the Kontorhaus district with the offices of the companies engaged in port-related 

activities, including shipping.

The Speicherstadt was constructed in three phases between 1885 and 1927 un-

der the direction of Franz Andreas Meyer. It was damaged in World War II, and 

reconstructed in the post-war period by Werner Kallmorgen, in keeping with the 

historic design; high-quality buildings were added in the 1950s. The Speicherstadt 

stands out for the exceptional homogeneity of both its architecture and its urban 

development. It consists of 15 five- to seven-storey warehouses and a series of 

individual buildings, the vast majority of which are constructed in brick with neo-

Gothic and neo-Romanesque forms, and features a specific functional and physical 

structure, and a particular style of urban development, with cobbled streets, water-

ways, bridges and railway tracks.

The adjacent Kontorhaus district to the north of the Customs Canal is compara-

bly homogeneous. This district, which dates mainly from the 1920s and 1930s, 

consists predominantly of large-scale edifices, some of which fill entire blocks, 

with clinker facades in expressionist or sober designs, flat roofs and stepped-back 

upper storeys. The dominant feature of the nominated property is the Chilehaus, 

which was constructed between 1922 and 1924 by Fritz Höger. This 10-storey of-

fice building is constructed on a reinforced concrete frame and the outer walls are 

made of the typical dark-red to violet fired clinker bricks that are characteristic of 

the brick expressionist style. Other striking buildings in nominated property are 

the Messberghof, built between 1923 and 1924 by the brothers Hans and Oskar 

Gerson; the Sprinkenhof, built in three sections between 1927 and 1943 by the 

architects Hans and Oskar Gerson and Fritz Höger, and the Mohlenhof, which was 

constructed in 1928 to plans by the architects Rudolf Klophaus, August Schoch 

and Erich zu Putlitz. 

From a historical point of view, the architecture of the functionally complementary 

districts is a striking and unique microcosm, on a unique scale, of the development 

of European architecture in the late 19th century and the first third of the 20th 

century, and reflects the new ideas of the time about reorganising cities along 

functional lines, a key milestone in the emergence of modern urban development. 

The two districts were optimally located to meet the new logistics requirements 

for goods transhipment, and provide office space for organising trade. Moreover, 

the high quality of the districts’ design testifies to the internationally renowned 

status of Hamburg Port and the local export business at the time. 

b) Justification for Criteria

Criterion (i): Fritz Höger’s Chilehaus, with its eastern tip recalling the prow of a ship 

and the characteristic detail of its facades, is regarded as an iconic work of expres-

sionist architecture, which no standard work of reference on 20th century architec-

ture fails to mention. By combining a reinforced concrete skeleton with traditional 

brickwork, executed with barely surpass able virtuoso design and craftsmanship, 

Höger created a modern style of office building architecture, the like of which the 

world had never seen.

Criterion (ii): The cultural-historical significance of the Speicherstadt and the Kon-

torhaus district, particularly the core area consisting of the Chilehaus, Messberg-

hof, Sprinkenhof and Mohlenhof, lies in the fact that they document the changes in 

urban development, architecture and technology, as well as the functional chang-

es, which resulted from the rapid expansion of international trade in the second 

half of the 19th century. The two mono-functional, functionally complementary 

districts present a globally unique microcosm, on a unique scale, of the ideal of a 

modern city with functional zones, and document the concept of city formation. 

Criterion (iii): Thanks to their scale, the quality of their design, their materials and 

their architectural forms, both the Speicherstadt and the Kontorhaus district, in par-

ticular the core area consisting of the Chilehaus, Messberghof, Sprinkenhof and 

Mohlenhof, bear exceptional testimony to the building tradition in Hamburg, as a 

Hanseatic port city, and to the self-image of its business people, as well as to their 

own adaptability, which ensured their success. 

Criterion (iv): The two neighbouring, mono-functional, but functionally complemen-

tary districts, both contain outstanding examples of the types of buildings and 

ensembles which epitomise the consequences of the rapid growth in international 

trade in the late 19th and early 20th centuries respectively. Their uniform design 

and high-quality, functional construction, in the guise of Historicism and Modern-

ism respectively, make them unique examples, the world over, of ensembles of 

maritime warehouses and modern office buildings of the 1920s. 

Hamburg’s Speicherstadt, with its numerous warehouses and functional buildings, 

its specific functional and physical structure, its particular style of urban develop-

ment, and with its cobbled streets, waterways, bridges and railway tracks, was 

constructed at the end of the 19th century, and today it is still the largest cohesive 

and integrated ensemble of warehouses anywhere in the world. Thanks to careful 

reconstruction following damage sustained in the last war, it has been possible 

to restore it to its original uniform appearance. It stands out not only for its high 

degree of architectural homogeneity, resulting from the uniform red brick facades, 

predominantly in the neo-Gothic forms of the “Hanover School”, and its consistent 

urban planning, but also for its evocative setting, which underlines its prestigious 

style, unusual in such functional buildings. 

Draft Statement of Outstanding Universal Value

26    I      



The Kontorhaus district is characterised by both its considerable homogeneity and 

its remarkable scale, which can still be experienced today. As the first dedicated of-

fice district on the European continent, it showcases previous experience in office 

block design and illustrates the shift in focus of economic activities in continental 

Europe from the secondary to the tertiary sector. Its office buildings, particularly 

the Chilehaus, Messberghof, Sprinkenhof and Mohlenhof broke new ground in the 

development of office building architecture, and are amongst the most significant 

achievements of their kind post-World War I. The high quality of their design was 

unrivalled at the time, except in the United States. However, while international 

office block architecture of the time was still influenced by the Beaux-Arts style 

and other forms of Historicism, Hamburg’s buildings already displayed modern 

clinker facades in expressionist forms, which, in the Chilehaus and Sprinkenhof 

were barely surpassable in the virtuosity of their design and craftsmanship. The 

Messberghof was one of the first buildings anywhere in the world to pave the 

way for the New Objectivism movement. The Mohlenhof can even be regarded 

as an early example of New Objectivism architecture. Hamburg’s office buildings 

were also characterised by the high quality of their design inside the buildings in 

the hallways and staircases.

c) Integrity

The Hamburg ensemble comprises two mono-functional districts in direct neigh-

bourhood to one another, which have been preserved intact in adequate size in 

almost unchanged historical form and design. On a unique scale and in unparal-

leled concentration, the ensemble documents the change from a mixed-use city 

to a modern city with mono-functional zones, which were established at the end 

of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th century. 

The Speicherstadt has all the elements and structures necessary to underline its 

importance as the largest integral warehouse complex and most modern logistics 

centre of the world of the late 19th century. The Kontorhaus district, in particular 

the buildings of its core zone consisting of Chilehaus, Messberghof, Sprinkenhof 

and Mohlenhof comprises all the elements and structures that document its im-

portance for the development of the modern office building architecture of the 

1920s and 1930s.

d) Authenticity

The Hamburg ensemble Speicherstadt and Kontorhaus district with Chilehaus, 

two mutually complementary, directly neighbouring mono-functional districts in 

largely unchanged historic design with functionally shaped buildings of high quality 

in the style of historicism and of modernity, document the change of the mixed-

use town to a modern city with mono-functional zones at the end of the 19th and 

in the early 20th century with a concentration and degree of preservation and on a 

scale, which are unique in the world. 

Despite the damage suffered during the World War II and the successive changes 

of use during the course of the last one-and-a-half decades, the Speicherstadt has 

largely retained its form and design in terms of building materials and substance, 

all of which are determined by their high degree of architectural and urban planning 

concentration, by the ambitious link between architectural design of the buildings 

and their technical facilities, by the effective composition of their prestigious red-

brick construction in Neo-Gothic architectural forms from the Hanover School and 

by their functional and aesthetic structure. These constants lend it the incompara-

ble look as a “city of warehouses” (“Speicherstadt”) with an unusually prestigious 

character for that kind of building task. The original function of the Speicherstadt 

as a centre for storage and warehousing has largely been retained. In those cases 

where it has not, this function is still clearly traceable.

The Hamburg Kontorhaus district, whose buildings continue serves their original 

purposes, is still largely unchanged characterised in terms of form and design 

as well as regards materials and substance. It consists of modern office build-

ings with reinforced steel constructions from the 1920s and 1930s. The carefully 

designed and in some cases very complex and detailed clinker brick facades fea-

ture expressionist and functional architectural forms. Also, the artistic decorative 

elements and the prestigious decoration of building entrances and staircases are 

largely unchanged in terms of material and substance. This also applies to the 

Chilehaus, its characteristic detailing of the brick facades and its significant form 

including the overbuilding of the Fischertwiete, the S-shaped facade on Messberg, 

and applies above all to its eastern tip which is reminiscent of a ship’s prow.

e) Requirements for protection and Management

Speicherstadt and Kontorhaus district are listed under the Hamburg Heritage Pro-

tection Act. Any repairs or alterations to the buildings, and building work of any con-

sequence, have to be discussed with the Department for Heritage Preservation 

of the Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg, and are subject to its approval. The 

Speicherstadt also has its own Design Ordinance and a Development Concept 

for the Speicherstadt has been drawn up, too.  It is intended to draft a Design Or-

dinance for the Kontorhaus district as well. In addition, a local development plan is 

currently being produced for the Speicherstadt (local development plan HafenCity 

no. 12/Hamburg- Altstadt district no. 48). 

A management plan has been formulated to safeguard the preservation and 

proper management of the ensemble “Speicherstadt and Kontorhaus district with 

Chilehaus.

The Department for Heritage Preservation will be responsible for coordinating the 

management of the prospective World Heritage site and will be affiliated a depart-

ment from the Ministry of Culture.
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