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The network is not only a platform for closer communication between 
policymakers and decision-makers, but intends to initiate and implement 
joint concrete activities and projects that will foster science and research 
in the Baltic Sea Region. Relevant ministries, stakeholders and key actors 
from the science sector, such as universities and research institutions, will 
be closely involved in the design and implementation of these activities.
 
If your organisation is interested in getting involved in some of the 
network’s concrete activities, please contact us using the contact form or 
directly:

Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg
Ministry of Science and Research 
Department of Research Policy, Innovation, European and International Affairs
Klaus von Lepel
Hamburger Straße 37, 22083 Hamburg, Germany
Tel.: +49 (0)40 428 634 158
E-fax: +49 (0)40 427 975 207
Email: klaus.vonlepel@bwf.hamburg.de
Website: http://www.hamburg.de/wissenschaft/balticsciencenetwork/
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a SCienCe poliCy 
Coordination Framework For

•  intensifying transnational science cooperation
•  fostering research excellence  

•  promoting mobility  
•   taking joint political action  

in the Baltic Sea Region

www.hamburg.de/wissenschaft/balticsciencenetwork/



The Baltic Sea Region (BSR) is one of the most competitive, innova-
tive science regions in the world, with an excellent structure of leading 
universities and research institutions. However, the existing facilities are 
not equally distributed or sufficiently interconnected. Our national higher 
education and research system are facing the same problems and societal 
challenges, including globalisation, economic crisis, digitalisation and 
demographic change. 

Closer transnational cooperation is needed to meet these challenges. 
Despite the fact that various sectorial networks exist, these currently lack 
a political coordination framework in the field of higher education, sci-
ence and research policy covering the whole Baltic Sea Region.

Therefore, the Hamburg Senate, together with the Council of the Baltic 
Sea States (CBSS) Secretariat, have launched an initiative to create a 
coord-ination network of relevant stakeholders in higher education, 
science and research policy at the BSR level:

• Regional or national ministries for higher education, science and 
research

• Umbrella organisations or agencies responsible for defining and 
implementing higher education, science and research policies

• Key actors in regional cooperation

the Baltic Science network is to be founded under the umbrella of 
CBSS by the end of 2015.

The Baltic Science Network seeks to exploit as yet untapped potential 
of the BSR higher education, science and research landscape. 

The main expected results are:

• Establishing a sustainable transnational BSR science policy 
coordination framework, leading to increased transnational 
cooperation in science policy between BSR states and contrib-
uting to the realisation of a European Research Area

• Developing structured mobility tools and joint BSR funding 
instruments to foster students’ and researchers’ mobility in the 
BSR 

• Strategic identification and transnational development of  
areas of research excellence in BSR, increasing  the competi-
tiveness of the BSR science region

• Increased transnational utilisation of research, higher educa-
tion and innovation infrastructures, which will increase the 
innovation capacity of the region 

• Enhanced strategic communication of BSR science policy inter-
ests at the EU level

• Best-practice learning on central issues of science policy

Why a Baltic Science Network? Aims of the Network


