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Figure 1: Impressions of the day of action in Rellinger StrafSe on September 20, 2024. © ADFC K. Lepik

Rellinger Stra3e: Safe routes to school and quality of stay

A brief documentation of the planning and participation process

Summary: District of Eimsbittel, Department Management of Public Space, Mobility Team
Current state: February 2025

*Disclaimer: most links in this document lead to content in German
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Background

Safe footpaths and cycle paths are particularly important for children. Especially in the
vicinity of schools, it is essential to ensure the safety of sidewalks and streets for
schoolchildren. At the extended elementary school ‘Rellinger Strafle’ with almost 400
students between preschool and sixth grade, a survey by the parents' council revealed that
parked cars, road crossings, the lack of safe cycling routes, and car traffic in front of the
school are among the main hazards for children. The local political body in the district of
Eimsbuttel therefore decided in October 2021 that the school route safety and quality of
stay in the Rellinger StrafSe in front of the school should be improved. This decision ties in
with the ideas of ‘Superbittel’, a project of the initiative ‘Kurs Fahrradstadt’.

In 2022, the Department of Management of Public Space started to check how to improve
the situation in front of the school and to outline the possibilities for a human-centric
redesign of the street. As the project focuses on active mobility, it became part of the EU-
project Active Cities that was approved in 2022. Active Cities is a partnership between 8
municipalities and 3 knowledge partners focused on increasing active mobility in North Sea
cities through a combination of urban planning, multimodality and social innovations. The
connection of a safe, human-centric design and incentives for active school mobility is also
part of the Integrated Climate Protection Concept Eimsbuttel and the EU-project AMIGOS.

The core of the project is the 60m-long road section in front of the school that is to be made
car-free, while the road remains easily accessible for bicycles, scooters, and pedestrians. The
car-free areas are redesigned using simple means to create green spaces for schoolchildren
and neighbourhood with possibilities to sit, move, and play. This redesign is accompanied by
a multi-stage participation process in which children, parents, neighbours, and interested
parties were able to contribute their concerns and ideas in several activities, workshops, and
a working group. In addition, the newsletter ‘Neighbourhood Spaces Eimsbuttel” provides
up-to-date information on the process. In the long term, the Rellinger Stral3e is to be rebuilt
as part of the district's cycle route. A more detailed description of the project can also be
found on the website of the district of Eimsbuttel.
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Figure 2: The participation process for the redesign of Rellinger StrafSe ©Naumann Landschaft


https://kursfahrradstadt.de/lebenswerte-stadt-hamburg-superbuettel-superbuettel/
https://www.interregnorthsea.eu/active-cities/about-the-project
https://www.hamburg.de/politik-und-verwaltung/bezirke/bezirksamt-eimsbuettel/klimaschutzkonzept-60044
https://amigos-project.eu/
https://seu2.cleverreach.com/f/368067-370773/
https://www.hamburg.de/politik-und-verwaltung/bezirke/bezirksamt-eimsbuettel/themen/mobilitaet/rellingerstrasse-60774
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Timeline of the Process

05.04.2023

Status report on the planned re-design of the Rellinger StraRe in the
Mobility Committee of the local political body

04.07.2023

Information event for residents on the planned re-design
(presentation and the minutes)

Jan. 24 — Feb. 2024

Creative collection of ideas for the new open spaces in learning
groups at the school with the help of an idea-kit

24.01.2024

First meeting of the ‘Working Group’

15.02.2024

Ideas workshop ‘Let’s make it nicer in front of the Relli - Ideas for new
open spaces!’. Click here for the complete results of the workshop
with the children and the documentation of the event with interested
stakeholders

May 2024

First dispatch: coordination of planning with public bodies (e.g. police
and fire departments) and politicians (printed matter)

13.06.2024

Plan discussion ‘Look how nice it will be in front of the Relli!’
Click here for the complete results of the discussions with children
and the neighbourhood

26.06.2024

Second meeting of the ‘Working Group ‘

20.09.2024

Day of action: ‘Movement and encounters’

As part of the European Mobility Week 2024 under the annual theme
‘Shared Public Spaces - Using street space together’ and in
cooperation with the ‘On foot to school‘ campaign, a day of action
took place. Under the theme ‘Movement and encounters’, the street
section in front of the school was opened for a day of activities in the
new open spaces for young and old. Here you can find a detailed
documentation of the day of action.

21.01.2025

Final dispatch: coordination of planning with public bodies (e.g. police
and fire departments) and politicians (printed matter)

Expected: Fall 2025

Implementation of the re-design

In the end of 2023, external landscape architects (Naumann Landschaft) and experts for
participation and facilitation (TOLLERORT entwickeln & beteiligen) were commissioned for
the landscape design and the implementation of the participative design process.



https://sitzungsdienst-eimsbuettel.hamburg.de/bi/to020.asp?TOLFDNR=1028798#searchword
https://www.hamburg.de/contentblob/17253060/ddad03514bfa6254efb292434c527844/data/d-praesentation-rellinger-strasse.pdf
https://www.hamburg.de/contentblob/17253066/9d693e8b829e06abcfa472f10c37944f/data/d-protokoll-rellinger-strasse.pdf
https://www.hamburg.de/resource/blob/897282/5ac99456144021b98ffa071f4db36165/doku-kinderws-rellinger-strasse-data.pdf
https://www.hamburg.de/resource/blob/897282/5ac99456144021b98ffa071f4db36165/doku-kinderws-rellinger-strasse-data.pdf
https://www.hamburg.de/resource/blob/897262/42e84de7b3f8e9562073648b4c0f41f4/doku-1-ws-rellinger-strasse-data.pdf
https://www.hamburg.de/resource/blob/897262/42e84de7b3f8e9562073648b4c0f41f4/doku-1-ws-rellinger-strasse-data.pdf
https://sitzungsdienst-eimsbuettel.hamburg.de/bi/vo020.asp?VOLFDNR=1009359
https://www.hamburg.de/resource/blob/939268/0139e8e29f694fae4c44343cdc86b27d/doku-plandiskussion-relli-kinder-data.pdf
https://www.hamburg.de/resource/blob/939266/e7fe677405cc39680bc9a7dc77f67455/doku-plandiskussion-relli-erwachsene-data.pdf
https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/europaeische-mobilitaetswoche
https://bildungsserver.hamburg.de/aufgabengebiete/verkehrserziehung/aktionen/zu-fuss-zur-schule
https://www.hamburg.de/resource/blob/999502/77f5d6fa85f435ae79cb14393d3a769a/doku-aktionstag-data.pdf
https://www.hamburg.de/resource/blob/999502/77f5d6fa85f435ae79cb14393d3a769a/doku-aktionstag-data.pdf
https://sitzungsdienst-eimsbuettel.hamburg.de/bi/vo020.asp?VOLFDNR=1010118
https://www.naumann-landschaft.de/
https://tollerort-hamburg.de/
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Information evening on 04.07.2023: Plans for the Rellinger StraRe

Participants: 23 representatives of local residents,
school management, parents, initiatives, 3
representatives of the Eimsbuttel district authority
Organizer: District of Eimsbuttel

At this event, the background to the planning, the
envisioned traffic route, and the upcoming

participation and planning processes were presented.

The main topics of conflict were the routing and
design of the cycle path, bicycle parking facilities, the
design and use of the recreational areas, the
elimination of car parking spaces and possible
delivery zones in the street for cars, and waste
disposal. The concerns of the participants were
collected and incorporated into the further planning.
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The presentation and a keyword protocol of the information meeting were published by the

District of Eimsbdttel.
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Figure 4: First planning draft for the area to be designed ©District of Eimsblittel, base map: LGV


https://www.hamburg.de/resource/blob/60764/3ea87a75abc352ff3dbd7fc3880e83a4/d-praesentation-rellinger-strasse-data.pdf
https://www.hamburg.de/resource/blob/60766/9d693e8b829e06abcfa472f10c37944f/d-protokoll-rellinger-strasse-data.pdf
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Idea-kit for the redesign of Rellinger Straf3e (January — February 2024)

Participants: 136 students (all ages)
Organizer and moderator: District of
Eimsbiittel

With the idea-kit, all learning groups were
invited to take part in collecting ideas for the
design.

With the help of specially compiled teaching
materials, the teachers and students were
given an overview of the problem, the
planning, and possible design ideas. On this
basis, the children were invited to write down
or creatively design their ideas for the area in
front of the school. Many suggestions were
made around the topic of 'movement and
play', such as swings, climbing, or various
sports facilities. 'Chilling out' and 'nature and
greenery' were other important topics for the
children. Suggestions were also made for

cycling infrastructure and catering options.
Figure 5: Clustered summary of ideas © TOLLERORT

The project and the collection of ideas were
also featured in the school radio show ‘Radio Relli’ episode 13.
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Figure 6: Ideas of the students ©District of Eimsbiittel



https://creators.spotify.com/pod/show/radio-planete-hamburg/episodes/Radio-Relli-13-e2fha8g/a-aaumcha
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Ideas workshop ‘Let’s make it nicer in front of the Relli - Ideas for new open
spaces!’ (15.02.2024)

The aim of this workshop was to gather ideas for the use of the newly created open spaces
from local users and to find solutions for potential points of conflicts, such as between
cyclists and pedestrians. As concerns had been expressed both at the first information event
and in the working group that the first draft of a straight lane for bicycle traffic would
jeopardize the quality of stay and the safety of children, three different variants of bicycle
traffic routing were put up for discussion at this workshop.

Due to the different schedules of children, parents, and adults from neighbourhood, the
collection of ideas was carried out on the same day in a children's workshop in the afternoon
and in a workshop for adults in the early evening.

Children’s workshop

Using a 1:50 scale plan of the street, the students | paticipants: 22 children aged 7-12 as

were given an explanation of the general representatives of their learning groups,
conditions, the three possible cycle routes, and employees of the Eimsbiittel district
the open spaces required for fire safety. In office's mobility team, a teacher and all-
thematic groups of 4-5 participants, the children day coordinator from school

were able to record and visualize their ideas on
the topics of chilling out, exercise, greenery, and
art on the plans provided. The visualization was done using post-its, pictures, and small
models. After the group work, the children presented their designs to the whole group.
Video recordings of these presentations were shown to the adults in the subsequent
workshop. Many different suggestions were put forward by the children. All groups
preferred the version of the plan in which the cycle route did not run directly in front of the
school. Under the theme of fun and games, the children suggested play options such as
chess, a trampoline, a playground, or an obstacle course. For chilling out, elements such as
beanbags, benches, seating, and hammocks were proposed. A soccer cage, a basketball
court, a climbing wall, and a small skate park were mentioned under the topic of sport and
exercise. Elements such as a drinking fountain, a flag forest, bicycle stands, a café/kiosk, and
space for creativity were also suggested. The design with bright colours was particularly
important to the children. A detailed documentation of the workshop can be found here.

Organizer: District of Eimsbiittel

Figure 7: The children's ideas include suggestions for lots of bright colours and equipment for
fun and play ©District of Eimsbiittel


https://www.hamburg.de/resource/blob/897282/5ac99456144021b98ffa071f4db36165/doku-kinderws-rellinger-strasse-data.pdf
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Workshop with school staff, parents and neighbours

Participants: around 35 participants from school (parents,
school staff), local residents, initiatives, District of Eimsbttel,
Senate Chancellery, Naumann Landschaft and TOLLERORT

Organizer: District of Eimsbiittel

In the subsequent workshop with adult participants, the framework conditions of the project
were presented once again, and a video summary of the children's presentations was
shown. The children's results were used as a starting point and inspiration for further
discussion. In working groups of 6-7 people, the participants were invited to discuss their
own ideas for the street space and the variants of the cycle route based on the planning
presented at the beginning. The exchange was facilitated by the responsible staff from the
landscape planning office and the transport planning department of the district of
Eimsbuttel. Many of the participants were particularly concerned with the importance of
ensuring that a balance between the children’s and the adults’ interests was found. Just like
the children, plenty of green spaces and seating options were very important to the adults. It
was also emphasized that the calmed street should not serve as a substitute for a
playground. Instead, a place of peace and interaction should be created, which is designed
to be as CO,-neutral and environmentally friendly as possible. All groups preferred swerved
versions of the cycle route in order to slow down traffic. Another topic was waste disposal,
for which an underground system was proposed. A summary of the results can be found in
the detailed documentation.

A

Figure 8: Results from the workshop ©District of Eimsbiittel


https://www.hamburg.de/resource/blob/897262/42e84de7b3f8e9562073648b4c0f41f4/doku-1-ws-rellinger-strasse-data.pdf
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Plan discussion on 13.06.2024: ‘Look how nice it will be in front of the Relli!’

In the planning discussion in June, two specific landscape planning designs were discussed.
They were developed based on the results of the previous participatory process and

technical considerations. A version that provides for two turns in the cycle path was chosen
for the cycle traffic routing so that recreational areas are created on both sides of the road.

For the discussion, two design variants were drafted by the commissioned landscape
planning office and presented at the workshop. The design ‘The Green Relli’ was conceived
with a focus on greenery and seating, while ‘The Moving Relli” was intended to offer more
play and exercise areas. The planning discussions served as a cross-check to create the final
plans from the two designs. As with the ideas' workshop, the planning discussion took place
in two workshops on the same day, one with children and one with adults.
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Figure 9: Design sketch ‘The Green Relli ‘©ONaumann Landschaft
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Figure 50: Design sketch ‘The Moving Relli ‘©Naumann Landschaft
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Plan discussion with children

Participants: 23 students and one teacher,
representatives of the District of Eimsbuttel,
Naumann Landschaft and TOLLERORT
Organizer: District of Eimsbiittel

The discussion showed that most of the children
preferred ‘The Green Relli’, although many
elements of the other design were also well
received. Changes such as the integration of a
slackline and table tennis table from the draft
‘The Moving Relli” were suggested. The children

also wanted more seating options and expressed

Figure 61: Impressions from the plan discussion with the children
©District of Eimsbiittel

concerns about maintenance but also directly
developed solutions such as responsible school
clubs. They also discussed how the pupils could become active themselves in the new
spaces. They considered 'building and planting' and various activities such as flea markets or
a bicycle service. A detailed version of the plan discussion can be found here.

Plan discussion with school, parents and neighbours

Participants: around 35 participants: Parents, parents' council, residents, initiatives,
District of Eimsbuttel, Senate Chancellery, Naumann Landschaft and TOLLERORT
Organizer: District of Eimsbiittel

The subsequent workshop with representatives from the school, parents, and local residents
offered participants the opportunity to find out more about the process to date and the next
steps in the redesign, to understand the previous participation process and the respective
results, and to discuss the possibilities for the use of the space. It was also explained how the
ideas from the workshops were implemented

in the traffic and landscape planning.

Also, ‘The Green Relli’ was met with the most
approval among the adults. Feedback and
concerns were mainly related to safety
aspects due to the route of the cycle path,
stationary traffic, and waste disposal by local
residents. It was also suggested that cycling
infrastructure elements (especially for bicycle
parking) be added to the design and that
more play areas and seating elements be
created. The planning discussion is described

Figure 12: Naumann Landschaft explaining the landscape design
ODistrict of Eimsbdittel

in detail in this documentation.



https://www.hamburg.de/resource/blob/939268/0139e8e29f694fae4c44343cdc86b27d/doku-plandiskussion-relli-kinder-data.pdf
https://www.hamburg.de/resource/blob/939266/e7fe677405cc39680bc9a7dc77f67455/doku-plandiskussion-relli-erwachsene-data.pdf
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Day of Action on 20.09.2024: ‘Movement and encounters’

On September 20, 2024, Rellinger Stral’e became the focal point for European Mobility

Week and the ‘Walking to School’ campaign. Under ‘movement and encounters’, the area in

front of the school was used throughout the day for activities on the topics of ‘safe routes to
school’ and ‘redesigning the street space’.

In the morning, activities for the children of the school
were offered as part of the school authority's
‘Walking to School” campaign weeks. Senator Anjes
Tjarks gave the starting signal. The police and two
insurance groups also provided information about the
benefits of active mobility. In the schoolyard and on
the street in front of the school, there were also
offers from the Sesame Street Bus of the Hamburg
Transport Association (hvv) and pedestrian training.
At the same time, children were invited by the district
of Eimsbuttel to bring the planned redesign onto the
street. With the help of pink road marking paint, the

planned cycle traffic route was brought to scale on _ :
the road. This also outlined the plans for the new Figure 73: Aerial view of the marking of the
. cycle route on the road ©Angelika Pohl
open spaces and made them tangible. In the
afternoon, school and neighbourhood were invited to try out some of the morning's
activities, get creative or make themselves comfortable with coffee and cake. Whether it
was a cargo bike test, making seed bombs, information about active mobility, or a relaxed
coffee on the street - a varied program was offered. The district of Eimsblittel and the
landscape architects presented the status of traffic and open space planning for the section
of road in front of the school. In addition, there was also other information given, for
example, on the topic of activation and information on routes to school. The children's

impressions of the day of action can be heard on Radio Relli episode 16. A detailed

documentation of the District of Eimsbuttel can be found here.

Working Group

The ‘Working group’ is made up of up to 12 people from school staff, parents, interested
neighbours and initiatives. The group meets four times at suitable times during the course of
the project. It is an informal body that provides constructive support for the participation
process. At the first meeting on January 24, 2024, ideas for the first workshop and questions
about the project, such as the reasons, objectives, and focal points of the planning were
collected and discussed. In the second meeting in June 2024, the working group discussed the
results of the previous participation process, which resulted in a tendency towards the draft
of the green design. Two further meetings of the working group are still outstanding. They will
take place in 2025 with a focus on the opening and evaluation of the project.


https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/europaeische-mobilitaetswoche
https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/europaeische-mobilitaetswoche
https://bildungsserver.hamburg.de/aufgabengebiete/verkehrserziehung/aktionen/zu-fuss-zur-schule
https://creators.spotify.com/pod/show/radio-planete-hamburg/episodes/Radio-Relli-16-e2r22tl
https://www.hamburg.de/resource/blob/999502/77f5d6fa85f435ae79cb14393d3a769a/doku-aktionstag-data.pdf

